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Saturday,  March  15,  1986 

The  Russell  Homestead  is  officially  declared  to  be  a  CENTURY  FARM.  The 
completed  application  was  mailed  in  in  late  February  and  the  official  answer 
from  Harrisburg  is  back  already.  Wonderful.  The  certificate  is  somewhat 
less  magnificent  than  one  might  hope  for.  The  type  styles  on  the  certificate 
are  not  my  favorites  by  a  long  shot.  Nevertheless,  the  important  thing  is 
that  the  application  has  been  approved  and  that  has  given  WSP  and  HLRP  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure.  When  the  approved  application  came,  I  was  at  the 
sink  at  work  on  my  maple  sap/syrup  operation.  WSP  came  in  with  the  mail 
and  handed  the  large  brown  envelope  containing  the  certificate  to  me.  WSP: 
"Here's  what  you've  been  looking  for."  I  opened  the  application  response 
and  told  WSP  that  the  Russell  Homestead  was  officially  approved.  In  a  few 
minutes  he  got  to  the  certificate  and  the  cover  letter.  Not  surprisingly, 

WSP  had  tears  in  his  eyes  by  the  time  he  had  finished  reading  the  cover 
letter  and  the  certificate.  I  pretended  that  I  didn't  notice  the  tears  of 
joy.  What  a  wonderful  moment.  It  was  WSP  who  first  brought  to  my  attention 
the  Century  Farm  program  and  suggested  that  we  apply.  I  was,  and  am,  de¬ 
lighted  with  WSP's  interest  in  and  involvement  with  the  application.  HLRP 
was  similarly  delighted  with  the  certificate.  She  immediately  began  to  wonder 
out  loud  what  kind  of  frame  the  certificate  should  be  placed  in.  HLRP  and 
SRP  had  a  session  at  the  bottom  drawers  of  the  Alice  Rashleigh  bookcase — 
where  many  old  family  pictures  in  frames  are  stored — and  HLRP  concluded  that 
the  large  vertical  format  photograph  of  WSP  and  Ruth  Powell  (as  young  chil¬ 
dren)  could  be  removed  from  its  frame  and  the  frame  used  for  the  CENTURY 
FARMS  certificate.  WSP  and  HLRP  will  have  to  sign  the  certificate  (using, 
at  SRP's  insistance,  a  black  pen)  and  then  it  will  be  framed.  I  imagine  that 
the  certificate  will  frequently  be  taken  from  the  wall— wherever  it  hangs— 
and  shown  to  many  golfers  and  visitors  to  the  Russell  Homestead.  A  newspaper 
story  will  also  have  to  be  done.  On  the  application,  the  13th  question  to  be 
asked  is:  Local  newspapers  to  be  notified  of  Century  Farm  designation.  At 
HLRP ' s  insistance,  we  listed  only  The  Scranton  Tribune  and  The  Carbondale  News. 
HLRP  would  not  allow  me  to  list  the  name  of  The  Scranton  Times,  which  is  a 
Democratic  newspaper.  So,  I  imagine  that  a  release  will  be  sent  (has  been 
sent)  to  The  Scranton  Tribune  and  The  Carbondale  News.  We  shall  see. 
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